Introduction
In 1972, a small group of Georgetown University law students developed a series of practical law lessons for use with public high school students in Washington, D.C. These visionaries recognized that ordinary citizens-not just lawyers-needed a basic understanding of practical law in order to take on civic responsibilities. The lessons were popular with the high school students and with their law student teachers. Responding to their practical nature, the high school students called these lessons "Street Law." The name stuck. 2 A pilot program in two local high schools in 1972-73 launched a movement-first in the United States but eventually around the world-to teach the public about law and public 1 Lee Arbetman is executive director of Street Law, Inc., a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization located just outside Washington, D.C. Lee is a graduate of Grinnell College (B.A. in history), the University of Massachusetts (M. Ed. in social studies education), and George Washington University Law School (J.D.). He has taught at the elementary school, middle school, high school, college, and law school levels. He is the co-author of Street Law: A Course in Practical Law and the developer of many of Street Law's programs. He has delivered Street Law training and technical assistance in Mexico, Ukraine, Turkey, and Georgia. policy using learner-centered, interactive teaching methods. Today, Street Law programs can be found in every state in the U.S. and in more than 40 countries around the world. 3 Propelling this global movement to advance justice through practical education about law and democracy is Street Law, Inc., a Washington, D.C. area non-profit organization that is an outgrowth of the early Street Law program at Georgetown University Law Center. That pilot effort has also grown into a full-fledged, credit-bearing experiential education program at Georgetown that has served as a model program for more than 120 law schools across the country and around the world. Nearly 1,000 upper division Georgetown Law students have participated in this program since its inception. Many have gone on to positions as law firm partners, corporate counsel, government officials in the U.S. and abroad, and even members of the federal court bench. They have taken from their law school experience a commitment to public education about law and democracy.
The early pilot at Georgetown Law Center and the D.C. Public Schools has spawned a variety of Street Law programs delivered by teachers, lawyers, law students, judges, justice system staff (e.g., probation officers), youth workers, and police officers. Programs worldwide have reached students from elementary schools to community colleges and from classrooms to the justice system and community settings.
All Street Law programs share the following three characteristics:
1. Teaching practical content: legal rights and responsibilities, obligations under the rule of law, internationally accepted human rights, and the operation of democratic systems of government 2. Using interactive teaching strategies to develop important skills: civic engagement, advocacy, problem solving, critical analysis, and communication 3. Involving the community in the educational process: subject matter experts from the legal community visit classrooms, and students go into their communities to both observe and affect law in action
The emergence of Street Law in the early 1970s was not an historical accident-it was a historical necessity. The social turbulence of the 1960s in the U.S. lead to passage of laws that affected broad segments of the public. During that decade the Supreme Court of the United States decided cases that implemented their 1954 public school desegregation cases, 4 nationalized rules affecting police-citizen interaction, 5 and recognized that public 4 Brown v. Board of Education, 347 U.S. 483 (1954) and Brown II, 349 U.S. 294 (1955) 5 Mapp v. Ohio, 367 U.S. 643 (1961) , prohibited the use of illegally seized evidence in state court criminal trials (the exclusionary rule); Miranda v. Arizona, 384 U.S. 436 (1966) , required that police warn defendants in custodial interrogation situations that they have a right to counsel and that their testimony could be used again them (selfincrimination) school students did not leave their First Amendment rights at the door. 6 Additionally, the U.S. Congress passed important, far-reaching civil rights legislation in 1964, 1965, and 1968. 7 Taken together these statutes and court decisions presented the American public with many laws that affected them in their daily lives. It was time for the public to become legally literate.
The 1970s: Early Pilot Programs in Washington, D.C.
The Street Law concept-teaching practical law to ordinary citizens-was first proposed in 1971 at Georgetown University Law Center. 8 A Georgetown Law Center public interest law professor, Jason Newman, and four of his law students-including future Street Law, Inc. executive director Ed O'Brien-collaborated on a plan to teach law in Washington, D.C. public high schools. This group from Georgetown Law drafted the first Street Law lessons, which covered practical aspects of criminal law, juvenile justice, consumer law, family law, housing law, and individual rights and liberties. 9
6 Tinker v. Des Moines, 393 U.S. 503 (1969) 7 Civil Rights Act of 1964 , 78 Stat. 241 (July 2, 1964 prohibited discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, and national origin in employment and in businesses of public accommodation; Voting Rights Act of 1965 , 79 Stat. 437 (August 6, 1965 , prohibited racial discrimination in voting and banned literacy tests that had been used in some southern states in the U.S.; Civil Rights Act of 1968 , 82 Stat. 73 (April 11, 1968 , also known as the Federal Fair Housing Act, prohibited discrimination in housing. Free Society, now the Center for Civic Education (www.civiced.org) also launched. These NGOs continue to operate in 2018, and each has also had experience with democracy education programs outside the U.S.
This was the first interscholastic high school mock trial competition. In short order, the mock trial competition expanded to all the D.C. public high schools. Eventually the concept spread across the country. Today the majority of states in the U.S. have high school mock trial competitions.
As evidence of success, the initial mock trial competition spread quickly to all of the Washington, D.C. public high schools and then to other states. There is now a robust national high school mock trial competition in the U.S. Winners of state competitions compete against each other at a national event that is held in a different city each year.
All states and most U.S. territories send teams, and, in recent years, South Korea has also participated. 10 Equipped with the mock trial competition, a series of tested, engaging learner-centered lessons, and inquiries from other law schools and school systems, a separate organization was formed to pursue the education of lay people about law and democracy. Throughout the 1970s, Street Law staff took the pilot program model to other U.S. law schools with much success. The early adopters of this model were the law schools at University of Notre Dame (Indiana), Cleveland State University (Ohio), University of Denver (Colorado), University of San Francisco (California), University of Tennessee (Tennessee), and University of California-Davis (California). Street Law programs can now be found at more than 70 law schools in the U.S. and more than 50 more around the world. 11 Street Law, Inc. pioneered the concept of law student teaching programs and of having law schools award academic (or pro bono) credit for these programs. In the U.S. these efforts were often called Street Law, practical law, youth and the law, or civic education programs. Outside the U.S., the term Street Law term was sometimes used, but because it frequently suffered in translation into other languages, the general term "public legal education" was often used. Today, the term public legal education is widely used to describe programs that teach non-lawyers about law. The national law-related education program led to the creation of statewide civic learning programs in almost every state. Some of these were housed at state bar associations, some at law schools, while others became independent nonprofit organizations. These United States. From early on, the U.S. Street Law experience was importantly grounded in a multitude of effective partnerships with law schools, governments, legal practitioners, and community groups, which contributed to its scale, sustainability and ongoing success.
Street Law in the Juvenile Justice System
By the end of the 1970s, Street Law had expanded into the juvenile justice system. The 
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The 1990s: International Expansion and Training U.S. High School Teachers
The 1990s were a critical decade for Street Law. New curricula were developed, Street
Law's premier professional development program for teachers-the Supreme Court
Summer Institute for Teachers-began, and significant developments were made in Street Law's international programs.
Expanded Educational Programming
Over the course of the decade, Street Law made it a priority to address the weak treatment of the U.S. Supreme Court and its cases in high school history, government, and civics textbooks. Knowing that high school students respond enthusiastically to studying real By the 1990s the term Street Law was being used globally as a generic term covering a very particular aspect of public legal education. Some people ran Street Law programs that had never had any interaction with an existing program in the U.S., U.K. or South
Africa. The popularity of the term presented both opportunities and challenges. The opportunities focused on the rapid spread of these programs; the challenge was that in some instances programs "reinvented the wheel" and, as might be expected, program quality was somewhat uneven.
The Founding of Street Law, Inc. The program, which is active today, connects diverse high school students with corporate law department volunteers. The volunteers, trained by Street Law staff, teach a series of lessons in high school social studies classrooms and then bring participating students and their teachers to the corporate headquarters for a day-long series of legal simulations and a career fair. The program is designed both to teach civil law topics and to encourage young people of color to consider law as a career option.
The Legal Diversity Pipeline Program has also been implemented with law firms in partnership with NALP (National Association for Law Placement). Nearly 2,000
By 2016, more than 1,400 lawyers from across the U.S. were volunteering an average of 10 hours per year in Street Law's Pipeline Programs. Program evaluations have shown that participating students learn civil law and increase their interest in a legal career as a result of participation.
International Street Law Programs in the 2000s
The U.S. and deep community involvement that brings professionals from the education, law, and law enforcement fields together to deliver programs.
In 2018, Street Law, Inc. and its many partners around the world are poised for continued success. Despite some (hopefully only temporary) backsliding in terms of human rights in the U.S. and abroad, the arc of history bends toward democratic development, and
Street Law programs are a critical element of establishing a just and fair world.
